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Health and Safety for  
Seasonal Agricultural Workers in BC 
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Presentation Overview 

• SAWP Program in BC 

• Employers Health and Safety Responsibilities 

• FARSHA’s Role 

• SAWP: Health and Safety Orientation Program 
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SAWP Program in BC 

• Origin 

• The Demand 

• Logistics 

• Sustainability 
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Employers Health and Safety Responsibilities  
in British Columbia 

• Workers health and safety rights 

• WCB coverage 

• Occupational Health and Safety Regulations  

– Health and safety orientations 

– Awareness of hazards 

– Health and safety education and training 

– Appropriate PPE 
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FARSHA’s Role 

Assist Employers and Workers 

SAWP Program in BC 
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• Orientations (language of choice) 

• Education and training (language of choice) 

• Resources (language of choice) 



SAWP Program in BC 

Spanish 

Punjabi 

English 

Vietnamese 
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SAWP Program in BC 

8 



SAWP Program in BC 
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SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 
“The Project” 

Program initiated from a concern 

Phase 1: a collaboration 

 

A Booklet (in Spanish):  

 

“Orientation for Seasonal Workers in  

the Agricultural Industry  

in British Columbia” 
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SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 

Phase 1 – continued 

 

FARSHA delivers orientation booklets to producers  
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SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 

FARSHA initiates Phase 2 from another concern ! 

 

Phase 2: The creation of a DVD  to compliment the booklet 
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SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 

Orientation Booklet and DVD Content: 

4.  WHMIS 

6.  Confined Spaces 

7.  Warning Decals 

10.  Safe Ladder Skills in the Orchard 

11.  Emergency Information 
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1.  Stretches and Postures at Work 

9.  Personal Protective Equipment 

8.  Agricultural Machinery  

5.  Hand Washing 

3.  Pesticide Safety 

2.  Heat Disorders 



SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 
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Orientation Booklet and DVD Content: 

1.  Stretches and Postures at Work 



SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 
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Orientation Booklet and DVD Content: 

2.  Heat Disorders 



SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 
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Orientation Booklet and DVD Content: 

3.  Pesticide Safety 



SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 
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Orientation Booklet and DVD Content: 

5.  Hand Washing 
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SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 

Orientation Booklet and DVD Content: 

8.  Agricultural Machinery Safety 



SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 
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Orientation Booklet and DVD Content: 

9.  Personal Protective Equipment 



SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 

Conducting the orientation: 

 

 The Orientation Booklet and DVD 

 

 New Workers Guide -  For the Employer and Worker 

 

 Hazards Particular to the Worksite 
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FARSHA SAWP Worker Orientation Resources 

• Seasonal Agriculture Worker 

(SAWP) Orientation Requirements 

leaflet 

• SAWP orientation booklet  

 (English version) 

• SAWP orientation video  

 (Spanish version) 

 

 
The package is intended to be given to each employer.  The leaflet outlines orientation 
requirements, details, information etc. that important for the employer to know.  The Spanish 
video is for the employer to play for their SAWP workers.  The English version of the booklet is 
for the employers own reference so they know what is in the Spanish version of the booklet. 

Seasonal Agriculture Worker (SAWP) Orientation Package 

21 



• SAWP orientation booklet (Spanish version) 

– Employers are encouraged to give each 

SAWP worker a copy of this booklet 

when conducting orientations. 

• SAWP orientation video (English version) 

– The English version of the SAWP 

orientation video is for the employers 

own reference so they know what is in 

the Spanish version of the video.  

– The employer can access and watch this 

video streaming via FARSHAs website 

under the resources tab towards the 

bottom of the page. 
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• New workers in your… An employer’s guide 

(English version) 

– As explained in the leaflet, the video and 

booklet do no constitute a thorough 

orientation.  So, the employer should  

also use this guide when conducting 

orientations. 

• New workers in the… A workers guide 

(Spanish version) 

– Employers are encouraged to give each 

SAWP worker a copy of the guide when 

conducting orientations. 
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SAWP Health and Safety Program in BC 

Next Steps: 
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Questions? 

Farm and Ranch Safety and Health Association (FARSHA): 

 

Local calls: (604) 881-6078 

Toll-free: 1-877-533-1789 

FARSHA’s web site: www.farsha.bc.ca 
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