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 AgrAbility mission, history, and structure
 International outreach
 Resources available to professionals and 

workers in any country
 Canada-specific resources



The vision of AgrAbility is to enhance 
quality of life for farmers, ranchers, 
and other agricultural workers with 
disabilities. 
 gainful employment 
 access to appropriate assistive 

technology 
 information related to the 

treatment and rehabilitation of 
disabling conditions

 support for family caregivers of 
AgrAbility clients



 AgrAbility began in 1991 as part of the USDA 
Cooperative State Research, Education, and 
Extension Service (now NIFA)

 Breaking New Ground at Purdue University 
started in 1979 and was a model for AgrAbility, 
along with several similar projects

 In 1991, there were 8 funded state and regional 
AgrAbility projects (SRAPS); as of 2019, there are 
20 SRAPs and several previously-funded affiliate 
projects

 One National AgrAbility Project (NAP) supports 
the SRAPs and provides limited services to those 
with no access to AgrAbility projects.



 Amputation
 Arthritis
 Back impairment
 Deafness/hearing 

impairment
 Developmental 

disabilities, such as 
cerebral palsy or autism

 Disabling diseases, such 
as cancer or heart 
disease

 Mental/behavioral health 
problems

 Respiratory diseases
 Spinal cord injuries
 Stroke
 Traumatic brain injury
 Visual impairments

AgrAbility addresses a wide variety of disabling 
conditions in agriculture, including, but not limited to:



 Row crops: corn, soy, 
wheat, cotton, etc.

 Ranching
 Sheep and goats
 Dairy
 Produce, including 

organic
 Orchards

 Agritourism
 Niche markets, like 

llamas, herbs, etc.
 Floriculture
 Aquaculture
 Hydroponics
 Aquaponics

Just as disability is a wide continuum, agriculture is also:



 Causes of disability
 Traumatic injury (agriculture is one of the most 

hazardous occupations). Many injuries also come 
from off-farm incidents.
 Disease (Arthritis impacts many farmers)
 Aging (Average age of U.S. farmers is 58+)
▪ Vision
▪ Hearing
▪ Mobility





 Education
 Workshops; resource development; online 

education
 Networking
 Leveraging efforts with other groups; peer support

 Direct Assistance
 Site visits; consultations; business planning

 Marketing
 Publics awareness activities and materials



 Funding
 Equipment (though some Tech Act Project 

partners provide certain AT)
 Most funding for assistive technology comes 

through state vocational rehabilitation 
systems
▪ How about Canada?

 Other sources of grants and loans are available 
www.agrability.org/funding-assistance

http://www.agrability.org/funding-assistance




 www.agrability statistics: 2018/06/01 –
2019/05/31
 Web visitors from at least 118 countries
 Most frequent visitors:

1. United States
2. China
3. Unknown
4. Ukraine
5. Russian Federation
6. India
7. France
8. Brazil
9. United Kingdom
10. Canada

11.  Germany
12.  Turkey
13.  Republic of Korea
14.  Denmark
15.  Philippines
16.  Netherlands
17.  Indonesia
18.  Italy
19.  Thailand
20.  Romania

http://www.agrability/


 The AgrAbility National 
Training Workshop (NTW) is 
the foremost educational event 
addressing issues related to 
disability in agriculture.

 Recent international attendees 
from 
 Uganda
 Sweden
 Canada
 Brazil



 March 23-26, 2020
 Madison, Wisconsin USA
 Visit www.agrability.org/ntw
 Call for presentations and posters
 Hotel and registration                                                 

information coming soon
 Archives from past NTWs

http://www.agrability.org/ntw


 Project 
information  
and contacts

 Downloadable 
resources

 Online training
 News and 

upcoming 
events

http://www.agrability.org/
http://www.agrability.org/
http://www.agrability.org/


 Print, CD, and web 
versions  
www.agrability.org/Toolbox

 More than 1500 
products to help farmers 
and ranchers with 
disabilities

http://www.agrability.org/Toolbox




 Back problems = most 
common disabling 
conditions reported by 
AgrAbility clients. 

 21-page booklet 
discusses many aspects 
of back problems in ag 
settings

 www.agrability.org/  
resources/back

http://www.agrability.org/resources/back


 Arthritis and Gardening
 Arthritis and Agriculture
 Plain Facts about 

Arthritis
 ¿Podrá ser la Artritis lo 

que me causa Dolor? 
(Could Arthritis be the 
cause of my Pain?)

 Gaining Ground on 
Arthritis DVD



 AgrAbility 1991-2016:      
25 Years, 25 Stories
 A summary of AgrAbility’s 

1st 25 years with focus on 
client success stories

 AgrAbility: A USDA 
Program with 
Demonstrated Impact
 A concise view of 

AgrAbility with impact 
data and client success 
story



 30+ technical reports 
on specific topics, 
such as farming with 
a spinal cord injury

 Several new topics 
and updates 
underway



 Step-by-step guide 
for evaluating 
farms and ranches

 Reproducible 
assessment form

 Working on 
revisions and new 
electronic data 
entry forms



 Step-by-step guide 
for evaluating AT 
for secondary 
injury hazards

 Reproducible 
assessment forms



 CASA – Back to Ag Program (AT $)
 www.casa-acsa.ca/en/grants/back-to-ag-

program
 Canadian Farmers with Disability Registry 

(CFWDR) - National Disabled Farmers 
Entrepreneurship and Leadership Network
 www.cfwdr.com/fr

 Manitoba Farmers with Disabilities                           
(+ Assistive Tools Kit)
 www.mfwd.ca

 Saskatchewan Abilities Council
 www.abilitiescouncil.sk.ca

http://www.casa-acsa.ca/en/grants/back-to-ag-program
http://www.cfwdr.com/fr
http://www.mfwd.ca/
http://www.abilitiescouncil.sk.ca/




http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjWPTowRIO4


https://youtu.be/pZRBytL8nyc
https://youtu.be/pZRBytL8nyc


https://youtube.com/watch?v=sKwkz_5ms2U


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nFAEDgDO9kw


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPIfw5_WoLU




https://youtu.be/9HSv-HtyvvY


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQplgnTqcAI




https://youtu.be/LWbWOv01P_w
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